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Together, beyond animal health

“”

Leigh Harry and his farm
management team run “Manooka”
at Mortlake in South-Western Victoria.

Leigh runs 4000-5000 composite
breeding ewes and opportunity
finishes lambs in the paddock and in
the feedlot he established on the farm.

Our aim is to utilise peak pasture
growth in spring to turn off as many
high-quality lambs as possible by
the end of the growing season in
December.

“However, we found over the past few

years that we weren't getting enough
of our lambs off before Christmas,”
Leigh said.

“The growing season has been cutting

out early and we have been running
out of grass to finish. This meant that
there were a higher number of lambs
to carry over the summer and to finish
using other methods,” he said.

“Composite ewes are best suited to

Manooka'’s wet winter conditions, the
downside is their natural breeding
season is in March, with lambing in
August through to September.

“By bringing joining forward we

could get lambs on the ground earlier
and take better advantage of our
spring growth, but the earlier joining
increases the number of drys and a
lower lamb percentage,” he said.

“Implanting the ewes with Regulin

meant that we could join out of
season and still achieve an Autumn
like performance.”

Leigh implemented a split joining
program to deliver lambs in June-July
and July-August.

The operation now joins half the ewes
at the start of January, with Regulin.
The other half of the ewes are joined
without Regulin in March.

“The split joining spreads the risk of

lambing in bad weather and reduces
the cost of ram purchases,” Leigh said.

“There have been no problems with

re-using rams twice so we don't
have to buy as many rams, and with
the money we save we can purchase
better quality rams.”

“The cost per head of using Regulin

has more than paid for itself.”

Leigh found that there are less dry
ewes at scanning and around 20%
more lambs than the untreated ewes.

“The end result is that we are able

to better time weaning to the
spring pasture curve and turn off
a bigger proportion of our lambs
before Christmas.

“We are not as susceptible to climate

risks like early cut outs and low
summer rainfall affecting summer
crops and therefore we are less
dependent on feedlotting to finish
lambs with using Regulin,”

Mr Harry said.

REGULIN®

MORE LAMBS WHEN YOU WANT THEM




Regulin: Bring
nature's timetable
In line with yours.

Regulin® contains nature's day length messenger-
melatonin -a substance naturally produced by the

ewe's pineal gland only at night. As night length
Increases, increasing levels of melatonin signal

the ewe's reproductive system to increase activity

reaching a natural peak in Autumn.

Joining in Spring and early Summer

for peak reproductive performance

Regulin exposes the ewe to Autumn levels of melatonin
when implanted 30 to 40 days prior to joining. This induces
the ewe's reproductive system to respond as if the days are
shorter than they really are and triggers the natural
sequence of hormonal events. Thus, the ewe simply has a
breeding peak much earlier than normal and at a time that
suits you. In 19 trials* Regulin increased the percentage of
lambs born by an average of 20 prime lambs per 100 ewes
joined. This is a similar level of performance you would
expect from an Autumn joining.
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Increase your return

on investment

With breeding ewes at a
premium, it makes good sense
to get the maximum lambing
potential they have to offer.
Weigh up for yourself whether
it is cheaper to produce more
lambs from your current flock
or to buy and feed more ewes
to produce the extra lambs.
With Regulin the extra lambs
come from a reduction in dry
ewes and an increase in twins.

A more predictable lambing
Regulin ensures that the flock
will come into heat more
uniformly after the rams are
introduced. Similar to a Spring
lambing pattern, Regulin ensures
a more focused and predictable
lambing as more ewes conceive
earlier on in the joining period.

The Breeding Season of Sheep

Easier management

A more focused lambing
period allows lamb marking
size to be far more consistent
and you will be handling
lambs more uniform in size
and age. When it comes

to preparing drafts for market
you'll have a more even line
of lambs. With fewer late
lambs, there should be less
lambs that require extra feed
to finish.

Lambing to meet the market
Now with the aid of Regulin you
can take advantage of premium
prices. Regulin can give you the
same reproductive performance
you get from Autumn joining.

More lambs when you want
them, for increased profit.

Day Length
Longest
Day
Spring Autumn Spring
Equinox Equinox Equinox

Shortest
Day

A. Border Leicester, Texel

L ——

B. First Cross,|Poll Dorset

C. Merino, Dorper

Nov Dec Jan Feb

Summer

Aug  Sept Oct

Spring

ovulation strength with Regulin.

Autumn

Period when virtually no ewes are ovulating,
but when a greater proportion can be induced
to cycle with the "ram effect” and increased

Apr  May Jun  Jul
Winter

Aug  Sept  Oct

Spring

= Natural breeding season
when virtually all ewes are
cycling every 17 days.

*Williams, A.H., McPhee, S.R., Reeve, J.L. and Staples, L.D., 1992. Optimum use of subcutaneous

melatonin implants to enhance the reproductive performance of seasonal and non-seasonal sheep

Jjoined in spring and early summer. Anita. Reprod. Sci., 30: 225-258.
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